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to the fact that we know wo havo lost one of the small number
of the greatly valued, the rate spirits with the magnetic power of
making us fond, and with a breadth ol sympathy which we only
now fully rouli/o.

We desire to testify in a special way to the deep respect we
fed for the one in whose memory the Service is hold.

We desire again to thank Clod publicly for the gifts He bestows
upon men to enable them to do their life's work, and for thespecial
talents lie grants to some people, in order to make them useful
and blessed influences upon their human kind.

We wish also to mingle, our prayers before the Throne of the
Great Architect and Ruler of the Universe that everlasting oppor-
tunity of useful life may bo given in the other world to the one of
whom we arc thinking,

This Service is not one of utter mourning; it is witht(one
auspicious and one dropping eye M that we arc present here today,
Sir Herbert Tree was indeed greatly gifted, and he had been
wisely guided in the choice of his profession.   I am myself of
opinion that for dramatic usefulness and success, the actor must
be singularly and completely a personality,   I do not believe
that anyone who is not himself a marked individuality can enter
thoroughly into great characters so as sufficiently to absorb their
peculiarities to make the spectator and auditor feel the characters
are being presented in their very habit, an they lived*
Mediocrity can never personify greatness.
In one of his books Sir Herbert Tree says that it seemed thM
to him the rarest thing in the world wan independence oi mind,
the faculty of thinking and acting lor oneself.   He certainly him-
self exemplified the quality, for he was a man of striking lndia
viduality; he was one to whom his craft was a sacred calling, ant*
whilst this ensured that everything which he himself produced
was put out with thoroughness, it made him revolt against any-
thing which was shoddy or even incomplete.    In fact, I suppW
now and again, it made him almost impatient with a public ta*
which was content with the hasty and ill-considered efforts of a$fi
who did not feel that it was all-important to give the very best in'
the cause of Art,

His treatment of Shakespeare on the stage has been questioned^
but that he desired to honour the genius by scrupulous care &1*